
 

‘Gutted!’ 

Gambists in the Making 

 

This CD has been made possible by funding from the National Festival of Music for Youth’s    

Partnership Award which was presented to Warwickshire Music’s ‘Gutted!’ County Youth Viol  

Consort in October 2016.  ‘Gutted!’ would like to thank John Shortell from the Musicians’ 

Union, who were ‘Gutted!’s industry partner, as the MU generously funded the recording of the 

CD and also a workshop with Fretwork Viol Consort. 

‘Guttted!’s choice of music on this CD represents their favourite pieces in various musical styles.  

It is a small proportion of repertoire they play and  they hope you enjoy listening to it.  It was 

recorded at Woodbine Recording Studios, Leamington Spa on February 11th 2017.  

 

‘Gutted!’ would like to thank the following people: 

John Rivers, recording engineer at Woodbine Studios, for his expertise, patience and good 

humour. 

Fretwork Publishing for allowing us to record Fretwork’s arrangements of J. S. Bach’s Prelude 

and Fugue XXII BWV 867 from Das Wohltemperierte Klavier by Richard Boothby and Jacob 

Heringman.   

The Danish String Quartet for allowing us to arrange and record Jässpodspolska from their 

album Woodworks. 

Rondo Publishing for allowing us to record two pieces, Carolan’s Air and The Rights of Man, 

from Celtic Gold Book 1, arranged by Jacqui Robertson-Wade.     

 



Our Music for Youth Experience, by Kit Marshall, leader of ‘Gutted!’ 2017 

Our experience with MFY has meant so much for Gutted as a group. After years of playing at the 

Regional and National Festivals, it was really exciting to have our hard work and dedication 

rewarded with a National Partnership Award. Our partnership with the Musicians’ Union has 

allowed us to achieve things we never thought possible: a workshop with our favourite viol 

consort ‘Fretwork’ and an opportunity to be professionally recorded in a studio. All of the time in 

‘Gutted!’ we have been challenged with more complex music and our workshop with Fretwork 

was invaluable in terms of furthering our understanding of the music and the sophistication with 

which we played it. Our ultimate goal throughout this experience is to help raise awareness and 

interest for the viol – especially in young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording studio session— February 2017 

Thanks to Music For Youth this has been made possible and our group has gained a larger 

following than ever before. With the help of social  media we hope to use some of our recorded 

pieces to ‘boost’ the viol and let more people know who we are and the kind of music we play. I 

have thoroughly  enjoyed my experience with MFY and want to thank them for their investment in 

young musicians.  

The Music 

William Lawes (1602-1645). Appointed as ‘musician in ordinary for lutes and voices’ by Charles I 

in 1635, he was killed in battle at the age of 43 in the English Civil War. A favourite composer of 

‘Gutted!’ who enjoy playing the complex rhythms and interesting harmonies found in his music.    

Nicholas Gistou (1560-1609) also known as Gistow, was a Flemish composer and counter-tenor. 

Like Dowland, Gistou was employed at the court of King Christian IV in Denmark.  

John Dowland (1563–1626), composer and lutenist, travelled widely around Europe, working in 

Paris for Sir Henry Cobham, in Denmark at the court of King Christian IV and in England for James 

I. Both of the pieces on the CD were chosen because of the divisions (fast notes) for the  treble 

viols. 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). The viol consort is a perfect medium for transcriptions of the 

keyboard works of J.S. Bach. The pure, non vibrato sound of the viol provides the listener clarity 

in all parts of the fugue; the ability to shape notes by tensioning the bow hair makes the most of 

the dissonances found in the prelude.  

Folk: O’Carolan (1670-1738) and Anonymous. The lilting melodies in Carolan’s Air suit the 

expressive qualities of the viol.  The pizzicato accompaniment in the tenor parts represent the 

harp, the instrument played by O’Carolan. The ‘illegal’ melody called The Rights of Man, with its 

associations of Tom Paine’s book about freedom, has long been favourites of young viol players 

since 2006. 

Jässpodspolska is a little Polska from Dalarna in Sweden and arranged in the traditional Nordic 

folk style.  Members of the Danish String Quartet learned the tune by listening to and playing 

with fiddlers who are masters of this tradition. ‘Gutted!’s recording reproduces this free style. 

The music was discovered by Kit Marshall, leader of ’Gutted!’ who thought it would work well on 

viols. This piece is full of emotion and has caused many listeners to require tissues!     

Jacqui Robertson-Wade                                                                                                                                                                                  



‘Gutted!’ - The Players 

Kit Marshall, Treble 1 

From the moment she could walk Kit has been surrounded by music! 

She took up violin as her first instrument at the age of 4, piano at 9 and 

tenor viol at 11 - with treble viol and bass viol soon to follow. In recent 

years Kit has acquired a guitar, a clarinet, recorders and even a lute! She 

has also been recruited as the youngest member of her local baroque 

orchestra to play baroque violin – something which she enjoys 

immensely. Kit particularly loves the viol due to the polyphonic nature 

of the music and the comparatively close-knit community of players. She 

also enjoys playing later repertoire of Sainte Colombe and Marais on her 

7 string bass viol. Kit is now 18 and has been a member of ‘Gutted!’ for 

over 5 years and leading the group for over 3. She believes that the role 

has given her a lot of confidence musically which she hopes to carry 

with her to University, where she is going to study Psychology.  

Beth Edwards, Treble 2 

At the age of 16, Beth is the youngest member of ‘Gutted!’ and has being 

playing the viol for 7 years. One of her first encounters of the viol was 

when a previous ‘Gutted!’ Viol Consort came to her primary school and 

taught the pupils about the viol and demonstrated the joys of playing one. 

Ever since then she has become an avid viol player, enjoying both the 

experiences the viol has given her and the inspiring and lovely people she 

has met through sharing the same passion. Beth appreciates viol 

merchandise and prides herself in having a range of viol themed t-shirts 

and mugs! She is currently studying for her GCSE’s, but still finds time to 

play the violin, an instrument which she has been playing since the age of 

4. Recently, she has also given herself the task of learning the lute. 
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Gutted with Fretwork members Sam Stadlen and Richard Boothby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth, Kit and Jacqui show off the group’s MFY award at the Royal Albert Hall 

 

 



 Rachel Venn, Bass 2 

Rachel is 17 and has been playing the viol for 4 years and plays the 

bass viol in ‘Gutted!’ She also enjoys playing the treble viol, 

recorder, double bass and saxophone. Rachel enjoys listening to her 

favourite baroque composers, Bach and Telemann. Another  

particular hobby of Rachel’s is composition;  most recently, she 

composed a concerto for recorder and string orchestra, and 

assembled a group at her secondary school to perform and record 

the piece. Rachel loves playing her viol in consorts and enjoys the 

challenge of playing one-to-a-part as part of a larger group. She also 

particularly loves meeting people and making friends in the early 

music community and is adamant that one won’t find a cooler group 

of people anywhere! She plans to study physics at university but 

hopes to continue playing music as much as possible. 

Jacqui has directed a viol consort for Warwickshire Music since 

1998. During this time, she enthusiastically promoted and 

demonstrated the viol to Warwickshire school children. Jacqui has 

taught viols to over 100 students, some of whom regularly 

performed in concerts, continuing the process of exposure of this 

rare instrument. Known in Warwickshire Music as ‘The Viol 

Teacher’ (head teachers’ favourite joke in assemblies!), Jacqui has 

also taken students to play around the UK, France and USA.   

Having studied cello and viol at Trinity College of Music, London,  

she became interested in the psychology of teaching and applied 

her interest into creating a syllabus of technique and repertoire for 

viols that equates them to modern instruments. Her tutor books 

Viol Player have received international critical acclaim. The current ‘Gutted! 2017’ is sadly Jacqui’s last 

consort with Warwickshire Music; however since relocating to North Devon, she continues to give 

regular concerts and to teach throughout the UK.  

Jacqui Robertson-Wade, Director 

Rachel Williams, Tenor 

Rachel plays tenor viol in ‘Gutted!’ but has recently started learning 

the bass viol. At 3 years old Rachel took up the violin, switching to 

viola 3 years later (which she much prefers!). Since then she has 

gained lots of orchestral  experience and at 14 started learning the 

viol - which readily became her most utilised instrument. One of 

the things Rachel enjoys about the viol is the polyphonic repertoire, 

in the way the parts intertwine, which results in some intriguing 

and beautiful music. Rachel is also an avid singer and during 

December of 2016 sang with Ex Cathedra in Birmingham Cathedral 

for their Santa Lucia service. Rachel is currently in Year 12 studying 

for her A Levels and plans to study Chemistry at university where 

she hopes to keep up her viol playing. 

 Leah Edwards, Bass 1 

Leah is the oldest member of the group at 21, and has been playing 

the viol for 8 years. Therefore ‘Gutted!’ has been part of her life for 

a long time! She started playing treble, then quickly learnt tenor as 

a previous member of Gutted left the group. Leah also plays bass. 

Her favourite thing about the viol is the community around it - she 

has moved around the country a few times and has always found 

people who want to get together and play for fun. Leah also plays 

duets with her sister Beth (another member of ‘Gutted!’) and they 

have a YouTube channel together called The Viol-ettes... it seems 

that viol players always have to have awful/punny group names! 

Leah is currently studying for a degree in Mechanical Engineering, 

and in her free time also plays the violin. She helped set up 

Loughborough University Orchestra last year.  

 
 


